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Blasphemy 
laws  threat 
to  religious 
minorities 


UHEWAY  BIBl£D«VE 
ENTERS  SECOND  YEAR 

NASHVILLE  ($P)  -  On  Nov. 
17-22.  LifeWay  Christian 
Stores  wiW  host  a  nationwide 
Bible  drive  for  the  second 
year  at  all  of  its  170  stores  to 
collect  copies  of  God’s  Word 
to  donate  to  mission  organi¬ 
zations  and  local  ministries. 
LifeWay  Stores  wd  accept 
new  or  genttynised  Bibles 
during  regular  business' 
hours  Customers  can  con¬ 
tact  their  local  LifeWay  Store 
to  find  out  what  ministry  or 
mission  organization  will  re¬ 
ceive  Bibles  collected  in  their 
area  UfeWay  a  the  largest 
Christian  bookstore  Cham  in 
the  U  S.  The  Bible  drive  last 
year  brought  in  more  than 
14, 000  Bibles 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  -  The 

October  death  sentences  for 
three  Pakistani  Muslim  men 
for  what  could  be  viewed  as 
a  minor  offense  in  the  West 
demonstrate  the  threat  that 
blasphemy  law  enforcement 
in  many  countries  could  ulti¬ 
mately  imperil  the  lives  and 
liberties  of  Christians  and 
other  religious  minorities, 
leaders  say. 

The  judgments  against  the 
Pakistani  men,  all  members 
of  the  Ahmadi  Muslim  sect, 
came  after  they  were  arrested 
in  2014  for  allegedly  tearing 
down  an  Islamic  religious 
poster  they  considered  to  be 
anti- Ahmadi.  according  Voice 
of  America  (VOA). 

While  Ahmadis  describe 
themaehres  as  Muslims,  of¬ 
ficially'  Islamic  Pakistan  does 
not  recognize  them  as  such 
and  prohibits  some  of  their 
practices  Ahmadis  differ 
from,  other  Muslims  in  that 
they  believe  the  Messiah  has 
already  come. 

Daniel  Mark,  chairman 
of  the  U:S.  Commission 
on  International  Religious 
Freedom  (USCIRF),  said 
in  in  an  e-mail  interview 
with  Baptist  Press  (BP)  that 
blasphemy  accusations  arc 


BEARING  THE  GRIEF  -  Frank  Pomeroy  (left),  pastor  ol  First  Church  in  Sutherland  Springs 
Texas,  and  his  wife  Sherri  (second  from  left),  whose  daughter  was  killed  in  the  Nov  5  mass 
shooting  at  the  church,  speak  with  Southern  Baptist  Convention  President  Sieve  Games  (right) 
and  his  wife  Donna  (second  from  right).  (BP  photo  courtesy  of  Southern  Baptist  TEXAN) 


Sutherland  Springs 
ssw  church  now  a  memorial 


FLORESVILLE.  Texas  (BP  ship  center  was  patched, 
and  local  reports)  -  A  Blood-soaked  carpet  had 
thirty-person  team  worked  been  removed.  The  floor  and 
for  three  days  to  remove  ev-  walls  were  painted  a  bright 
ery  trace  of  the  terror  inside  white,  with  new  ceiling  tues 
First  Church  in  Sutherland  to  match.  Nothing  from  the 
Springs,  Texas,  so  the  build-  old  worship  center  remained, 
ing  could  reopen  this  past  Inside  the  open  room 
Sunday  in  remembrance  erf  now  are  hand-crafted, 
the  26  worshippers  cut  down  matching  white  chairs  each 
the  Sunday  before  by  a  crazed  ^  name  of  a  victim 

gunman  who  also  wounded  .  ^  a  ^  rose  propped 
more  than  20  others.  right  against  the  hack  slat  of 


"We  want  America  to 
grieve  with  us  because 
they've  expressed  so 
much  love  for  us. 
We  don't  want  to 
appear  defeated. 
We  re  back  in  business, 
and  it's  God's  business 

Mark  Collins 

Sutherland  Springs 
Church  assoc Isrts  pastor 
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R.S.  LEE  BIRTHPLACE 
NOW  OREN  TO  PUBUC 

JACKSON.  Tn.  (BP)  -  Baptist- 
affiliated  Union  Unwsrwy  m 
Jaduon.  Tn..  has  opened  the 
birth  home  of  R.G.  Lee.  late 
pastor  of  Bolevue  Church 
In  suburban  Memphis  and 
a  leading  Southern  Baptist 
statesman  in  his  time  who 
authored  Payday  Someday, 
posmbfv  the  most  vwAknown 
sermon  c.  Southern  Baptist 
history.  Tha  32-by-1<Moof 
house,  previously  located  at 
Bellevue  Church,  was  built  in 
the  mkF  19th  century  in  Fort 
Mill.  S  C  Amorfg  the  items 
on  display  is  tha  cradle  used 
by  the  infant  Lea.  For  more 
information  e-mail  asccet# 
ini  edu  or  cat  (731)  661-6687 


Hill  honored  as 
2017  Bivocational 
Pastor  of  the  Year 


Pecan  farmer  Robert  'Bob'  Hill 
(left),  pastor  of  Roundawav  Chutch. 
Mid-Oetta  Association,  accepts  the 
2617  Bivocational  Pastor  of  the  Year 
Award  from  Michael  Lee.  director  of 
pastor-leadership  development  at  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board, 
on  the  morning  ol  Nov  1  at  the 
182nd  annual  meeting  ol  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Baptist  Convention  at  First 
Church.  Jackson  (Photo  by  William 
H  Perkins  Jr ) 
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Guest  opinion 

with  Elizabeth  Owens 
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How  do  we  help  our  children 

^tohSti)»r£?‘ple*?  rtnt-  ther 

neea  to  nave  their  own  money  Differ, 
ent  families  do  this  indifferent  wavs 

However you  choose for 

be't a uehft hL^  money,’  .^y  need  to 
Deeds,obe 

oii^iT  chadIen  sorted  to  receive  an 
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"HJVVJc.ta?8ht.them  that  at  leastm* 


Raining  fetuses  and  blood 
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neeo  tolearn.  On  extremely  rare  occa 

^f?hen  therC  was  a  P^cular  item 
one  of  them  wanted,  we  would  let  him 

Mrt^Khead  l°  Purchase  it,  in  large 
part  so  he  would  learn  about 
debt  firsthand. 

sft®5M^tSS8?r- 

leftfrom  each,  week’s  allowance  after 

and  febt  PSyntents  were 

wtoi  out,  he  soon  learned  debt  is  a 
be  avoided.  Planning  ahead 
to  purchase  what  he  wanted 
**e®,ed.*^t>ucb  better  option. 

fi,i  k  ,  ‘‘I  “fy  8°und  good  and  help 

SU,  but  we  don  t  want  our  children 
•ogive  only  because  we  say  so  or  to 

t0  get  the  most  for  themselves 
'befr  tnoney.  The  most  important 
element  m  teaching  our  children  to 
manage  money  is  to  teach  them  about 
SK*  #5  of  salvation  through  the 
death,  bunal,  and  resurrection  of  His 

wWe  <£monstra,e  His  bfe  in 
us  daily  before  them,  and  we  rav  ear- 
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lenkins, 


iocratic-Fanner-L,a  borer 

y,  became  the  first  openly 
sgender  African  American 
nan  elected  to  public  office 
t*  UJJ.  by  defeating  three 
inents  for  a  Minneapolis 


biological  sex 
h,  according  to 


lender 


Pew  R^s^arch:  Gende 


NASHVILLE 

licans  are 
believe 
one’s 
at 

Pew  Rvm  u.  in 
Nov.  8  after  local 
‘  fc,ect,ons 

Jn  Virginia,  Democrat  Dan- 
Roem  unseated  13-term 
incumbent  Renuhhcan  Robert 
Marshall  to  become  the  first 
openly  transgender  “woman" 
*°  a  U.S.  statehnuse 
The  Hill  reported 


t  opinions  track  political  leanings 

wSSticSSfe!  .P»M  - -  ■ 

ssSteSteS  Srarriisafle? 


U^Council  seat,  The  Hill  raid. 

While  just  over  half  of  Amer¬ 
icans  say  gender  is  determined 
^the  sex  assigned  at  birth, 
°e5*,,.rePorted  that  among  Re- 
pubhfans  the  number  is  about 
«o*.  That  contrasts  to  the  34% 
of  Democrats  who  say  gender  is 


feel  on  the  issue.  Pew  reported 

garnered  aunng  four  Sevent>’-seven  “"*»*  ' 

weeks  in  August  and  September 
w  this  year. 

Adding  fuel  to  the  issue  are 
contemporary  debates  regard¬ 
ing  which  public  bathrooms 
transgender  individuals  should 
be  allowed  to  use,  whether 
transgenders  should  serve  in 
the  OS.  military,  and  which 
gender  they  should  be  assigned 
on  public  documents. 

Educational  attainment  fur¬ 
ther  indicates  how  Democrats 


Church  security  in 
spotlight  following 
Texas  massacre 


7  y  ui  uem- 

ocrats  with  a  bachelor's  degree 
or  higher  said  a  person’s  gender 
can  be  different  than  that  as- 
atbuth.  The  percentage 
fells  to  57%  among  those  with  a 
nigh  school  diploma  or  less 
Among  Republicans,  the  re¬ 
sults  indicated  no  difference 
based  on  educational  attain- 
ment.  Pew  noted. 

The  poll  was  conducted  on¬ 
line  Aug.  8-21  and  Sept.  14-28 
among  4,573  people  included  in 
Pew  s  American  Trends  survey. 


rhe  poH  found  no  consensus 
among  Americans  of  all  politi¬ 
cal  hues  regarding  whether  so¬ 
ciety  has  been  too  accepting  or 
not  accepting  enough  of  trans¬ 
gender  people.  Pew  saftfc 
Regarding  relationshiiiitoith 
transgender  indivl'lrnffif 
of  Americans  said  they  know 
someone  who  is  transgeoder, 
exported,  including  1396 
who  said  they  have  a  close  friend 
or  relative  who  is  transgender 
Pew’s  analysis  of  the  findings 
is  available  at  pewresearch.org 
under  the  FactTank  heading. 


DALLAS  (BP  and  local  ra- 
porta)  —  With  church  security 
on  the  minds  of  many  pastors 
and  other  church  leaders  in 

?foth?  tr?Re<*>'  at  First 
Church  of  Sutherland  Springs. 
Texas,  churches  of  all  sizes  are 
re-evaluating  their  security  pro¬ 
tocols  -  or  just  beginning  to 
plan  for  the  worst. 

„  TT|e  massacre  in  the  small 
South  Texas  town  helped  shed 
fight  on  an  un¬ 
fortunate  truth 
that  Guide- 
Stone  President 
O.S.  Hawkins 
has  noted:  vio¬ 
lence  can  strike 
any  church  in 

any  town.  - - - 

The  idea  of,  hawkins 
It  can't  happen 
**•*•>  has  been  shattered  with 
the  Sutherland  Springs  trag¬ 
edy,’  Hawkins  said.  “Churches 
and  ministries  need  to  take 
precautions  that  make  sense 
given  their  profile,  location  and 
local  needs. 

Information  is  available  to 


ties,  Hawkins  said.  “This  can 
help  provide  visible  protection 
while  also  introducing  police 
as  positive  role  models  and  en- 

couragmg  positive  interactions 
with  children,  youth,  and  the 
cnurch  community." 

Gaeten  Cole,  senior  man¬ 
ager  of  nsk  and 
compliance  for 
GuideStone’s 
Property  and  Ca- 


an  «*■* 
deter- 

keep  those  with 
out" 


ny  church  security  ,  „ 
perts  recommend  the  “Iceberg 
Approach’  to  church  secu¬ 
rity  -  to96  of  a  church's  aecu- 
n*y  should  be  seen,  while  oo96 
should  be  below  the  surface 
-  Tra«  hflp«  keen  the  church  from 
feeling  Like  a  fortress  designed 
to  keep  people  out. 

The  visible  elements  -  light¬ 
ing,  security  cameras,  locks  on 
doors,  designated  safety  patrols, 
etc,  —  remind  the 'congregation 
that  measures  are  in  place  with 
out  being  overwhelming.  The 
behind-the-scenes  elements 
help  make  sure  the  church  can 
quickly  prevent  respond  to, 
and  recover  from  a  threat. 

If  possible,  the  church 
•should  have  a  uniformed  po¬ 
lice  officer  patrolling  the  focili- 


Visible 

Churches  are  often  consid¬ 
ered  soft  targets.  This  means 
that  they  appear  vulnerable  to 
attack,  with  few  hard  defenses 
to  keep  aggressors  out.  Vis¬ 
ible  security  can  help  fight  the 
perception  that  the  church  is 
vulnerable  to  those  who  would 
cause  harm.  In  addition  to  uni¬ 
formed  police,  visible  security 
measures  include: 

,  ■  Greeters.  They ’re  the  first 
line  of  defense.  During  services 
or  activities,  a  church  should 
post  greeters  at  all  unlocked 
entrances.  They  not  onlv  wel 
come  everyone  hut  also  serve  as 
important  eyes  and  ears  when 
it  comes  to  threats.  Train  greet¬ 
ers  in  threat  recognition  and  re¬ 
sponse.  Local  law  enforcement 
or  security  experts  can  help. 

■  Safety  and  security 
P*frols-  In  addition  to  greet¬ 
ers,  it’s  wise  for  churches  to 
have  a  trained  team  patrol  the 
property  and  parking  lot  dur¬ 
ing  active  hours.  Sixtv-four 
percent  of  violence  at  church¬ 
es  is  outside,  in  parking  lots, 
or  on  church  grounds. 


Churches  should  have  a  des-  way  to  make  a  church’s  minis¬ 
try  less  of  a  target  for  assault 


- -  — - - - uca- 

'R'rated,  trained,  visible  patrol 
to  help  deter  opportunistic 
offenders.  In  fact,  the  same 
day  as  the  Sutherland  Springs 
may  shooting,  national  news 
media  reported  a  woman  and 
her  friend  were  shot  and,  killed 
in  her  car  in  the  parking  lot  of 
a  Catholic  church  in  Fresno. 

h^sbaatf**^  ^  ^cr  es*  ranged 

Sadly,  Cole  noted,  domes¬ 
tic  violence  can  spill  over  onto 
church  property  easily. 

.  B  Cameras,  Ideally.  church 
cameras  connect  to  a  system 
that  records  activity  in  all  key 
areas  of  the  church  property: 
cvi’n  if  a  church’s  ministry 
can  t  afford  a  full  surveillance 
system,  visible  cameras  even 
if  inoperable  are  better  than 
nothing.  Thus  deters  behavior 
that  would  otherwise  take  place 
in  secret  such  as  theft,  assault, 
abuse,  vandalism,  etc. 

B  1  ightjng.  Ijke  cameras, 
lighting  both  interior  and  ex¬ 
terior  eliminates  opportunities 
for  secret  activities  This  mea 
sure  is  a  relatively  inexpensive 


theft,  and  the  like.  Make  sure 
exterior  lighting  is  on  a  timer  or 
motion  sensor  so  that  it's  cer 
tain  to  be  on  after  dark. 

•  Closely -trimmed  veg¬ 
etation.  rhis  is  a  measure- 
agamst  concealment.  Thieves 
will  use  landscaping  to  aid  their 
attempts  to  gain  access  during 
.church  activities  or  break  in  a f- 
ter  hours. 

Behind  the  scenes 

Cole  noted  behind  the  scenes 
work  includes  preparation, 
training,  and  planning  that 
complements  or  undergirds  the 
visible  elements.  Developing  an 
effective  plan  includes: 

■  Assessing  threats.  Work 
"ith  local  law  enforcement 
agencies,  church  security  spe¬ 
cialists.  and  risk  management 
experts  to  assess  the  threats  to 
the  church  or  ministry.  Not  only 
should  criminal  threats  he  con¬ 
sidered  but  also  weather- relat¬ 
ed,  political,  and  environmental 
threats  as  well.  This  will  help 


address  all  the  areas  of  need  as 
a  church  develops  its  plan. 

B  Planning  the  work.  Put 

together  a  team  to  craft  the 
overall  plan.  This  team  should 
include  the  church’s  leader 
ship,  qualified  and  skilled  vol 
unteers,  and  any  security  or 
law  enforcement'  experts  with 
whom  the  church  can  work 
A  congregation  should  decide 
who  is  responsible  for  doing 
what,  and  divvy  up  the  work  so 
it  s  not  too  much  of  a  burden 
on  one  person.  Set  deadlines 
and  goafs  to  help  keep  things 
moving  along. 

B  Work  the  plan.  An  tin 
rehearsed,  unused  plan  is  virtu 
aJ;>  worthless.  Fully  implement 
■  ill  'he  elements  of. the  plan, 
•ind  make  sure  kev  players  are 
trained  and  put  through  dnILs 
fev-.ui.irlv  Make  sure  the  mn 
gregation  knows  their  part,  n», 
Otherwise,  panic  can  take  over 
in  crisis  situations. 

B  Review  annually  A 
church  should  make  sure 
that  they  keep  their  plan 
updated  to  address  new  or 
changing  threats. 
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•astor  friend  of  mine  was  talk- 

Ilf?  anH  mtofonttR^ _ -il  _ 


Wh®?. on®  of  them  asked,  “Do  you 
!nf^?  rrr.8lyou  Preach?‘  The  pastor 
ffiSlfl&iS®  *?  *ive  his  answer 


riJiT  1  rVi  ,  lj°ra  and  *>e  what 
S*j422i?^  hjm  to  be  and  to  live 
his  Christian  faith.  As  inv  friend  was 

seek*rofnfi^la,,ifll.Chjistians  should 
S  v  .f^  follow  the  Lord  and  practice 

what  they  say  they  are,  the  young  bov 
!Hler^P*.Wlrnd  said-  “N°.  fS  talk- 

»£Sj{SaB!S3iB” 

|£»SBS^:a» 

•h* 1 t>y  "■«  asking  about  one  thing 

t%Lw™  a"8werin*  something  3se. 
do^nSJS? Uon*  ate  good.  Preachers, 
oowe  practice  what  we  preach  in  g»t- 
hng  ready  to  preach?  Christ  .a  nslo 

W“*  We  Pnitch  *“  living 

the  message  we  proclaim?  That  last 

gBaBisegjfc 

i 

H,t?Und>%  •“!  the  beat  of  our  < 

“JjJJjT  surrender  to  the  Lord,  live  the  ' 
me*aagc  wenreadi,  and  practice  what 
**|,f“ch-  ««t  *»  true  regardless  of  I 
which  way  you  are  defining  -noi  o 


With  Ji«  fstral,  aaecative  director  treasarer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Coaveatiea  Boaru 


Do  You  Practice 
What  You  Preach? 


prepdrinTIS'Sr.'S"^ 

practicing  what  you  preach*or  If  you 


have  preached  and  Bow-face  the  re- 

gttSrSasMta 

a^s^yssssr 

God  1  am  what  I  am"  (i  Cor  i«*m) 

^^herwereco^’toln^or- 

celebrate  it  or  not,  every  one  of  us  are 
»vh«we  are  by  the  grace  of  God. 

DnS^UD<S  th?~  0f  wfao  60 
KS&K  procIa*m  a  message  but 

ttSSttVx&ir 

may  come  across  as  harsh,  thought 

£WI««^km*5nu  U  8  P°***hle  to 
?^*te  tf*th  and  be  on  the  right  side 

he  on\k^e  Ul*'  and  at  the  same  time 
? 1 “P  the  "Tong  side  of  love  and  care 
*®^,tbep«»le  tnat  may  have  stumbled 

Jw-Hki  **“  wron5  that  were” 
describing.  We  need  to  always  think 


through,  pray  through,  and  then  prac¬ 
tice  through  providing  a  measure  of 
grace  in  issues  with  which  we  deal 

Two:  Aa  you  practice  what 
you  preach,  include  a  measure 
of  race.  When  Jesus  gave  HU  Great 
Commission  in  Matthew  28,  He  said 

you  loae  sight  of  the  fact  that  God 
make*  no  exclusions  to  the  Gospel  or 
the  people  we  re  called  to  reach  —  if 
there  are  certain  races  you’re  thinking 
ought  to  be  excluded  from  the  <£!od* 

w£7 je.K^ to  p,U8e  and 

Do  you  think  some  races  or  indi- 

faft  rau  ““Sh* to  he 

tt^M Kln*doin7  Be  careful. 
•kf0!?1**  **  that  people  in  those  races 
think  your  race  ought  to  be  left  out 


t 

'S  (2  Pet-  3:9).  Every  tongue, 
kl  !k„  ’  co,or’7ethnic  group,  whatever 
§  *k  5?“  ~.  J*sus  "ants  them  to  hear 
.  the  Gospel  The  Kingv.:  ->m  of  God  and 
Bf  «»  wonderful  church  b»,  open  to 

I  all  races. 

Three:  Taste.  At  times  in  Scrip 
ture,  the  Word  of  God  and  even  the 

K!?tl0nk0ftbe  Wt)rd  God  are 
pictured  as  honey,  sweet  to  the  taste 
and  nourishing  to  the  body.  I  heard  a 

co7nehe/rreCeJ?ky  Say'  ‘Uyou  wam  <" 
come  here  anti  hear  me  and  have  your 

ears  tickled  and  hear  that  everything 

is  sweetness  and  light  and  be  handed 

sugar-coated  candy,  you've  come  to 

rk.y<JU  don  r  waDl  to 
come  back,  fine.  Don’t.*  I  thought 

that  down  t  quite  fit  with  the  heart  of 
Jwius  who  said.  *0  Jerusalem.  Jeru 
salem  thou  that  killest  the  prophets, 
w¥fb are sent  unto 
^red  ,k  !?£?“  W°Ujd  1  haVF  Kath 

fred  thy  childrentogeJrer,  even  as 
a  hen  gathereth  her  chick,  vs  under 
her  wings,  and  ye  would  not*  (Matt 

"f  l^,ed?'en  when  He  was 
recited.  He  longed  even  for  those 
woo  turned  and  walked  away. 
lierUk™*  *  fesson  for  s3  of  us  in  that 
wtle  boy’s  question,  *L>o  you  practice 

Darin«M|U  E^S*}7’  its  pre- 

paring  to  stand  in  the  pulpit  to  preach 

°liivln®  “ Ghti*tians  rnout  family 
one  of  us  need 
Before  God  about  Him  having 

wCwrt^ch."68  8nd  US  PraCtiC,nK 


]?td  to  cuts  at  Southwestern  Seminan 

costs, 'inJemed^:  ' 8  round  of  cuts  Mil _  Q1 

Ewff  for  “titles,  and  other  higher  off  3°  fulltime  staff 

education  costs  h«v»  ut  weeted  areas  wh^n»  fimi^inwa  — _ 


FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP)  _  p~a 

mm2Lhf*rthr7fe  co*U’  incrcased7x- 
psnse.  for  utiltt,-  and  other  higher 
evocation  costs  have  promoted  rw» 

(S^T^;FortUWo^T7jminary 

s,ay  ^ssic 


rejesie  (5.' Ch.rt2  P.,r?ck  7r“aS 

wtited?r"id'n'  f°r  8tr,t^ 

initiatives  and  communications. 

42X 

now  accounts  for  io“7f  S^ith^7 
ern’s  operating  budget.  SouU,west- 

fon  said,  'Not  a  dayofh^Vnfrre 
from  concerns  about  funding  The  IT 
'*r,b'f“f  coat  of  health  rare  ?*  t^]«. 
est  dflemma.  Consequently  we  have 
to  tighten  our  belt  *  '  W  na  e 

i 

tTo'nsfi?..?.0"  ,  ^  not  *°  fill  (hwI-  1 

•ttrition  including  t 

ing  md  ^?^  W,ho  arr  Sroduat  1 
ig  and  staff  and  faculty  set  to  retire  a 

health  c^fk  S  ,<fottHnu«’  providing  d 
ealth  care  benefits  to  employees  and  c 


*ln  Sal m  r , S  I - 0  v  ,  O'*  'Ulllime  Stan 

be  are1f  wher*  fooctiona  can 

„.f°''Fred  ,n  «Ber  wavs  or  by  organl- 
ational  change,*  Patrick  said. 

Afford!^  “"pfoMMifation  of  the 

iMritlifli  '  Ca,J  **•  Prompted  many 
institutions  and  companies  to  discon- 


S.adt..,h!dec“lon  to  maintain  those 
hsnefits  because  the  seminary  'place* 

«  high  value  on  the  family*  criti^ 
institution  established  by  God  * 

SS£ fS&JS?  ~l"  >*  v 
Unfa’S,  SESL  jest"*- 

fm'^t™  ^•P*'8*  fund.fe' 

nel  for  state  and  worldwide  mi<uBwin« 
and  ministries  which  provides  22%  of 
the  operating  budget  to  Tubsidi « 

forTde^^  JndbUtion  «Sn*es 

SoJhLj!!fd  C0T  entollmem  at 

f?.  Be.  sus-  . 


Jr^  mmt, 

r  TZ*  -*<  *"  ;#: 


t  'ms .  is 


tainlwH  k  tern  r°ntfoues  to  be  aus- 
creas£l  «pcn^"°p" tricked. ° 

Quirad  by  the  lenvoar,  io  Se«  Scroll s  .„ 
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Pro-life  pregnancy 
care  centers  win  big 
battle  in  Los  Angeles 


-w  r,.,v,CLEd(  oam.  (BP)  —  statP  m.. rt- 

ana 

to  promote  abortion  after  a 
state  trial  judge  last  week  halted 
enforcement  of  California' 
productive  Freedom,  Account 
anility,  Comprehensive  C_ 
and  Transparency  (FACT)  Art.  on 
,.,Count>'  Superior 
Court  Judge  Gloria  Trask  issued  a 
permanent  injunction  against  the 
2015  law  that  required  pregnancv 
rtu*  centers  to  post  signs  or  dis¬ 
tribute  literature  telling  ,  women 
the  state  offers  free  or  low-cost 


stem  that  other 

-  . - on' it  in  a  similar 

way,  Scharpen  said. 

Scharpen ’s  group  is  so  far  the 

»g»asss«; 

7  oehalf  of  the  National  Institute 
of  family  and  Life  Advocates.  a 
network  of  pregnancv  care  cen¬ 
ters.  The  organization  argued  the 
law  violated  the  state  and  CS 
constitutions  by  limiting  preg¬ 
nancy  care  center  workers  free 
8Peech  and  freedom  of  religion. 

me  centers  to  give  wome°n 
plionenuinbertl0n  Pt°vidw’*  2<>l6.  AOF 

«»pels  h^th^eSSUPreme  00111,10 
^ATIISwtSs  on  ifjjf  Cpunse!  aiso  filed  suit 
speedi  is  nbt  merefethf'  Pro‘lif^.P«* 

'  Sstt^'co^Xfo  j  P^,fofi3™titUtion^ 

^ssaSSjss  Safcviyis: a 

access  to  abortion,  TtsabdlhM^  ('en7rs  aPPea*ed.  (t>  the 

impress  free  citizens  into  state  deckk^^'wee^wbJo^^ 

‘n  ^iepoBtical  dispute  ^ *° hear 

cannot  be  absolute;  it  mast  be 
muted.  She  ruled  the  law  vio- 
latra  California's  constitutional 
protections  for  free  speech. 

.  While  enforced  so  far  only 
m  Los  ifcigeles,  the  FACT  Art 
prompted  lawsuits  from  multiple 
pro-life  organizations  on  behalf  of 
pregnancy  care  centers  through¬ 
out  the  state  on  the  grounds  that 
the  mandated  pro-abortion  state¬ 
ment  amounted  to  government- 
coerced  speech  and  violated  their 
religious  liberty. 

»  Scharpeu,  founder 

°*\  Hie  Scharpen  Foundation 
said  the  law  went  ‘profoundly 
aeainst  the  mission  and  purpose 
ot  the  group’s  mobile  clinic.  Go 
Mobile  for  life.  His  organization 
hied  suit  against  then -California 
Attorney  General  Kamala  Harris 
gjjjgghq.  2n>5  and  won  the  haps  dissuade  other 
favorable  ruling  from  Trask  on  considering  similar 


ACT  OF  CONSCIENCE 


Conscience  Act  back  on 
pro-life  legislative  agenda 


,,  V12frT>  Counsel  attorney- 
Mat  Staver  said  the  recent  state 
court  ruling  likely  will  weigh 
into  the  Supreme  Court  justices' 
decision  on  whether  to  take  his 
organization's  case:  "What  this 
now  does  is  make  a  specific  con¬ 
flict  betwreen  the  state  decision 
and  the  federal  court  decision, 
ami  that's  a  classic  example  of 
what  the  Supreme  Court  looks 
for  to  take  cases." 

,  Pro-hfr  groups  have  success¬ 
fully  defeated  similar  laws  in 
Maryland,  Illinois.  Austin  (Tex¬ 
as),  and  New  York  City.  A  suit 
against  a  new  Hawaii  law  cvpn 


WASHINGTON,  DC.  (BP 
and  local  reports}  -  Pro¬ 
life  leaders  from  around  the 
country  are  renewing  there 
call  for  enactment  of  protec- 
tions  for  the  conscience  rights 
of  health  care  providers. 

'Hie  Conscience  Protection 
Act  (CPA),  a  legislative  pri¬ 
ority  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Ethics  and  Religious  Liberty- 
Commission  (ERI.C)  in  Nash¬ 
ville,  would  bar  government 
discrimination  against  health 

care  ) _  _  '  ‘ 

that  object  to  he 


.  • .  ”  ,  v  ...  oiipjAui  tuuscienrr  riEnts 

workers  and  facilities  In  an  opinion  piece  in  i:s< 
•  1  j .  .  eine,  involved  Today,  Moore  and  Doini 

m  abortion,  as  welf as  heallh  wTote.  ‘On  one  of  our  n  ?J 
insurers  that  refuse  to  pro-  divisive  issues  we  hate  an  on 
vide  coverage  of  the  lethal  port  unity  to  unite  across  ™ 

spp#  ssSssf-s 

provide  victims  of  discrimina-  ‘Even  those  win,  I, 

I'"1?  ‘he  ability  to  defend  with  ns  onTbortfon  Xmld 

would"^*5  S*e0?rt'«r! VCh,  S~  ,hat  r-m'rtmg  lhe  r.gt, 
I  ,1,  a  f°r  federal  to  choose  not  to  he  involved 

heal'h  far“  ab°rt.ion.>  part  tfwE 

{JSSSSKBSS  mst&s£ 

consolidate/^nri  par*  °fi*  B,shops  (USCCB)  Committee 
Vh.  o'*1 v"*  park  on  Pro  life  Activities  -IWIe 
I«^btitthe  Republiran-coii-  find  it  hard  to  imagine  fom 
trolled  Senate  version  of  the  those  who  call  themsrlv  w 
penAng  package  does  not  pro-choice'  could  deny  in 
include  the  conscience  mea-  other  the  choice  of  following 

BDir-  ..  ...  .  his  or  her  conscience  " 

ies  are  urging  c’o^mnai  of 'L\^TrU ‘"ci,^^ 
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EAST  LOUISVILLE  CHURCH,  LOUISVILLE  pancipWed  m  (he  Baptist  World  Day  of  Prayer  Nov  8 

In  other  Church  News: 

>  New  Salem  Church.  McCall  Creak,  has  the  following  holiday  events  scheduled:  Thanksgiving 
banquet,  Nov.  19,  after  u  a.m.  service;  Bude  Christmas  parade  and  outreach,  Nov.  30, 3  p.m. 


Lucy  Harr*#  Turner  (second  from  left)  is  shown  presenting  a 
69-year-old  to  HURLEY  CHURCH.  HURLEY,  members  John 
M  Egbert.  Judy  Shoemaker.  Annie  Lee  Churchwell.  Francis  Allen 
and  Sharon  Byrd .  The  quilt  waa  made  m  1948  by  women  of  the 
church  as  a  thank-you  gilt  to  Turner's  father,  the  late  Wallace  Har¬ 
rell.  Jackson  Association  missionary 
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ANNIE 

ARMSTRONG 


EASTER  OFFERING 


2017  Annie  Armstrong  Offering  sets  all-time  record 


ALPHARETTA,  Ga  (BP)  -  national  leaders  who  encourage  missions,  then  called  home  rms- 
North  American  Mission  Board  their  people  to  give  to  the  Annte  sk>ns.  Since  that  year.  Southern 
(NAMB)  President  Kevin  Ezell  Armstrong  Easter  Offering.  Baptiste  have  raised  more  than 

has  announced  that  the  2017  "We're  primarily  concerned  one  billion  dollars  through  the 
Annie  Armstrong  Easter  Offer-  at>-ut  doing  the  very  best  we  can  offering  named  in  honor  of  the 
ing  for  North  American  Mis-  with  every  dime  that  we  receive,  missions  advocate  and  WMU 
sions  reacted  a  historic  high  but  any  time  we  hit  a  new  high  like  leader,  Annie  Armstrong, 
of  $<50,648,377,  topping  the  this,  we  want  to  odebrate.”  The  Annie  Armstrong  offer - 

previous  reconi  in  2007  of  KAMB  seeks  to  eouip  visionary  ing  funds  50%  of  NAMB  s  mm- 

$*50,463,281.  and  effective  missionaries  who  istry  budget.  Every  dollar  of  the 

tte  $58,860,553  given  to  the  w-iH  rety  on  the  power  of  the  Holy  offering  goes  directly  to  the  field 
Annie  Armstrong  faster  Offer-  Spirit  to  reach  their  communities,  in  support  of  NAMB  mission¬ 
ing  in  2016  did  rank  as  tte  sec-  Church  planting  and  Send  Relief  aries  who  proclaim  the  Gospel 
ood  highest  amount  in  the  offer-  missionaries  receive  support  from  throughout  the  United  States, 
Jug’s  history,  and  now  moves  to  the  Annie  Armstrong  offering.  Canada  and  other  territories, 
thud  highest.  In  1895,  the  Women  s  Mis-  Every  year  around  Easter, 

“We  are  grateful  for  every  dime  sionary  Union  auxiliary  to  the  churches  collect  money  for 
we  art  from  Southern  Baptiste."  Southern  Baptist  Convention  the  offering  and  send  those 
ExetTsaidL  “We  are  thankful  for  collected  the  first  missions  of-  funds  to  NAMB  by  way  of  their 
churches,  ptetors  and  denomi-  fering  to  benefit  North  American  state  conventions. 


Mississippi  Baptist  Kentucky  governor  issues  bold 
convention  demand  on  sexual  harassment 


FRANKFORT  IBP) 

scandals  involving  a  tx-w  4  IE? 

politicians,  and  J1,,  - 

journalists.  Kentucky's  nutspo-  J 

ken  evangelical  governor  has  VM  I.  T 

called  for  the  resignation  of 

officials  who  *\  lA'l 

is 

ot  tile 

ousiy  BHB 

resigned  ins  leadership  Hpf$J 

post  and  another  («>!’  House  J&  1 

member 

settling  sexual  harassment  ^ m 
lawsuits  and  apologized  for  G£T  OUT  _  Kentucky  Gov  Mat 
m°da  rtZSSSS&L  reprehens, ble  a,  a  Nov  4  press 

"" B^lin.  whose  ^parn  gained  nation  state  officials  who  have  « 
control  of  tlie  Kentucky  House  (Screen  capture  from  Lexington  ^ 

?LR^meainT«mu“rs^d  east  Christian  Church  in  Loufe- 
Ltt  NM  news  conferenre  the  viUe,  an  independent  ev  angeb 

Ci  System  Seminary  as- 
ernment  w as  reprehensible.  ****">  professor  of  tteofog  m 
- Anv  elected  official  or  state  women  s  studies  Katie  MtL  o> 
employee  who  has  settled  weighed  in  on  the  issue  in  an 
a  sexual  harassment  claim  Oct  24  bldg  post, 
should  resign  immediately."  Presenting  an  exegesis  of 
he  said,  according  to  news  me  ■  Deuteronomy  22.2.3  -  .  * 

dia  reports.  “You  cither  pub-  Coy  stated.  Biblical  law  to 
licly  condemn  or  you  publicly  ognized  rape  ax  a nV'-° 'o'h  Vack 

condone  this  tv  pe  of  behavior  against  a  woman  with  lark 

period  There  is  no  hiding  out  ofconsent  as  (he  key  factor  in 
Nere  is  no  middle  ground  establishing  the  victim  slnno- 

This  is  not  about  specific  in-  cence  of  am  wrongdoing. 

dividuals  ..  It  is  about  specific  Scripture  also  suggest  a 
behavior.  It  is  about  a  culture  woman  s  claim  of  sexual  as- 
that  is  despicable,  that  is  vul-  sault  typically  shouut  hi  bi 
gar.  and  that  is  unacceptable  lieved.  Mctoy  argued,  rh 
Two  other  Kentucky  lafv  'evenly  of  sexual  assault  ir 

_  In  the  organizational  makers  and  one  legislative  staff  i  ,od  s  lz»  MWWIJIJ* 

Baptist  Conversion  Board  member  also  allegedly  h  i  .  * 

*1  meeting  of  the  Mbsi*  tied  sexual  harassment  claims,  tv  of  every  *V’"’an  /  ^V'  - 

h,)  senior  pastor  of  Fast  Kentucky  Today  reported.  The  the  one  who  breaks  her 

rsrdeot  and  Jon  Daniels.  states  TTfi^'u  invite.' re  '^n^Strachan.  ass-s  lat, 

was  elect«!  bonrh  {jJTUuia'l'haraxsment  cUmis  professor  of  Christ i.m  tbe-.l 

aor  Rex  Yancey  of  Bavin,  a  manufacturer  and  ogy  at  Midwestern  Seminary  u 

o  by  W*am  H.  Pwtuns  Jr )  jnvestor  ■„  a  member  of  South-  Kansas  City,  Mo  wrote  in  ai 


ANNUAL  MEETING  TALK  -  Mike  Vincent  (left).  nevMy- 
elected  president  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  (MBC) 

and  senior  partor  of  Clarke-Vlenabte  Church  mDwMur.  t^Ire 

Nov  t  at  the  end  of  the  182nd  annual  meeting  of  the  MBC  with 
Michael  Catt  (center)  and  Ronnie  Flcyd  Catt  a  Mississippi  native 
and  eemor  pastor  of  Sherwood  Church  in  Albany.  Ga  delivered 
the  meetings  Bible  Treasures  senes  of  devotionals  Floyd. 
pastor  ot  multhcampus  Cross  Church  in  northwest  Arkansas  and 
former  Southern  Baptist  Convention  president,  preached  the  dos¬ 
ing  message  of  the  meeting  (Photo  by  William  H  Perkins  Jr  ) 
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Colleqe  tenure 


Royce  recognized  for  Mississippi 

- — — — — — ■  JACKSON.  W  (Special)  -  Mis-  'Alt  Miss 

R  -issippi  College  (MO)  President  are  ve 


v  irgmia  to  be  closer  to  tneir  son 
Mark,  a  college  instructor- 

_ _ _  Hundreds  in  the  sanctuary  at 

outstanding  job  that  Lb®  First  Church  gave  Royce  a  stand- 

leader  of  the  oldest  the  lxxjjun,  Roryce  received  a 
education  institution  in  resolution  in  hr,  ho™  fro 


Lee  Royce  was  honored  at  the 
182nd  annual  meeting  of  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Baptist  Convention  Nov. 
1  for  his  16  years  of  service  to  the 
largest  of  the  three  universities  af¬ 
filiated  with  the  convention. 

Royce,  age  65,  announced 
several  weeks  ago  that  he  wul 
be  retiring  in  May  of  2018.  “The 
greatest  honor  of  my  life  has  been 
to  serve  as  a  college  president." 
he  told  messengers  and  guests 
gathered  in  the  sanctuary-  of  First 
Church,  Jackson. 

Royce  first  served  as  president 


his  honor  from 

_ _  president  Doug 

Broome,  senior  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Natchez,  representing 
Mississippi  Baptists. 

Tommv  King,  president  of 
Baptist-affiliated  William  Carey 
University  in  Hattiesburg,  used 
part  of  fas  convention  report 
time  to  note  Royce's  service  to 
Christian  higher  education. 

uiohx  wan  “All  Mississippi  Baptists  are 

optist  Con-  scholarships,  academic  neerK  fa- 

0  while  the  MC  stunts  have  made  first-rime  view-  P‘£Pteui'*f *. 

iHv  doubled  prxrfesswwi  of  faith  in  Jesus  Oinst.  ckwely  *mp  ™®  5*r 

mWirS  wa  5.000  studer^ 

jel*”  Kassisssff 

The  Miami.  FI.  native  and  his  al  search  firm  to  select  a  new 


by  William  H.  Parkins  Jr.) 


Revivals  &  Homecomings 

►  Falrviaw  Chut  civ  Indi-  ►  Concord  Church.  Smith 
inola:  144th  homecoming.  County:  Homecoming  and 
Nov.  19, 10:30a.m., followed  dedication  of  pastors  nevv 
by  lunch;  David  Carlton,  home,  Nov  19.  11  am  .  toF 

weaker  lowed- by  Tha -iksgivmg  luneb 


2017  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
messengers  pass  pair  of  resolutions 

S°?:^eMh'r 

■inn  annual  meetfna  of  the  Jackson,  snip,  and 


ijszsaszjBfsj* 

worship  during  the  convention,  that  many  of  the  great  truths 

of  that  reformation  have  been 
Dr.  Doug  Broome,  our  Con-  distilled  into  what  we  now  call 
NO.  1  vention  President,  who  has  the  five  Solas: 

RESOLUTION  OF  led  as  president  with  a  mar-  _ 

APPRECIATION  velous  Christ-like  spirit  and  Sola  Gratia  -  Grace  alone 

has  been  an  outstanding  am-  (Ephesians  2:8-9) 
bassador  across  Mississippi  '  .  . 

Whereas,  the  182nd  An-  and  far  beyond.  Sola  Fwl*  " 

sual  Session  of  the  Missis-  i  ,  t  „  (Ephesians  2:8-9.  Romans 

sinpi  Baptist  Convention  has  And  to  all  of  the  officers,  10:9) 

again  been  the  recipients  of  members  of  all  boards,  trust- 
th.  kind  hospitality  of  the  ees  of  all  agencies  and  in- 
Firs.  Baptist  Church  of  Jack-  stitutions,  committee  mem- 
son-  a>  a  bers,  and  volunteers,  who 

have  served  this  Convention 
faithfully. 

Whereas,  we  the  mes¬ 
sengers  of  the  182nd  Annual 
Session  have  been  blessed, 
encouraged  and  challenged 
bv  the  fellowship,  worship, 
reports  and  have  had  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  conduct  business 
as  planned  by  the  Committee 
on  Order  of  Business,  the  in¬ 
stitutions,  and  agencies  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Conven- 

tion,  and  the  Convention  of-  Whereas,  on  October  31 
fleers  and  committees;  1517,  500  ytnra  ago,  Martic 


1,  we  acknowledge 
if  the  great  truths 


Bl- VOCATIONAL-  PASTOR  Rseune  A  Bl- VOCATIONAL  MINISTER  Of  YOUTH 
in  1?4  Gamer  Johnson  Rd  UaoM.  MS  Ssnfl  Rkmtw  to.  824  Ct*»  Grow  W 


Solus  Christus  -  Christ 
alone  (John  14:6) 

Soli  Deo  Gloria  -  The  Glo¬ 
ry  of  God  alone  ( 1  Corinthians 
10:31,  Revelation  4:11) 

Sola  SeTiptura  -  Scripture 
alone  (a  Timothy  3:16):  and 


'  NO.  a 
RESOLUTION  ON 
THE  500  YEAR 
ANNIVERSARY  OF 
THE  PROTESTANT 
REFORMATION 


Therefore,  be  it  .re¬ 
solved  that  we,  the  messen¬ 
gers  to  the  182nd  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention,  acknowl¬ 
edge,  honor,  and  celebrate  the 
historical  significance  of  this 


Be  it  finally  resolved 

that  we  will  encourage  church 
leaders  to  protect  doctri¬ 
nal  fidelity  by  bolding  to  the 
truths  in  the  five  Sous  con- 


November  )6,  201 7  The  Baptist  Rkt*d 


BiBx.  iOCiB?  H  IE  P? 


GXS  EA  PGWS  IXOZ  OEAC,  WO  WP  XZO 


TZH  KZI  OZ  BXZM  OEA  OWCAP  ZH  OEA 


PAGPZXP,  MEWDE  OEA  TGOEAH  EGOE 


LIO  WX  EWP  ZMX  LZMAH. 


GDOP  ZXA.PANAX 


Clue:  O  -  T 

Have  Jim  with  cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bible 
knowledge.  A  King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  en¬ 
coded  by  letter  substitution.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to 

last  week's  puzzle:  John  20:09 

ty  CtariM  Mint.  I  >32-2004,  ©  2005 


Submission  Guidelines 

The  Baptist  Record  is  pteased  to  publish  news  and 
photographs  of  special  events  that  take  place  in  cooperating 
churches  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  News  items 
and/or  photographs  depicting  benefits  and  activities  for  secular 
or  outside  organizations  will  not  be  published 

Preferred  method  news  may  be  submitted  electronically 
to  the  email  address  below,  and  must  be  included  in  the 
message  segment  of  an  e-mail  form  Secondary  method:  news 
may  be  typewritten  or  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by  11-inch  pa¬ 
per  and  mailed  AD  articles  must  be  received  in  writing:  no  ar¬ 
ticles  will  be  accepted  ever  the  telephone  Due  to  ever-present 
virus  threats,  no  text  attachments  will  be  accepted  Photograph 
attachments  m  JPEG  format  ate  permissible 

Please  make  articles  concise  Include  the  who  what.  when, 
where  details  at  the  story,  along  with  a  contact  person  s 
address  and  telephone  number 

Photographs  must  be  submitted  electronically  via  e-mail,  as 
attachments  in  JPEG  format  Hard  copy  photographs  mailed 
through  the  poetal  service  will  not  be  accepted  Photographs 
must  be  dear,  sharp,  and  welHighted  Photographs  must  depict 
people.  No  landscape-,  building-,  or  obiect-onty  photographs  will 
be  printed  Photographs  containing  inappropriate  gestures  and 
objectionable  clothing  will  not  be  published  Cell  phone  photo¬ 
graphs  and  other  low  resolution  items  that  do  not  reproduce  well 
on  newsprint  are  generally  not  publishable 

There  is  no  guarantee  that  news  items  and/or  photographs 
wt«  be  published  and  unsolicited  material  will  not  be 
acknowledged  oi  returned  All  news  items  are  subject  to 
editing,  and  all  p'.KJtograpt.s  ore  subiect  to  cropping  News 
items  and/or  photographs  can  be  published  onetime  only 
Deadline  for  submitting  news  is  one  week  prior  to  requested 
publication  (late.  Articles  that  are  not  dale  sensitive  will  be 
Published  on  a  space-available  basis  Ttiese  guidelines  .nr 
not  meant  to  be  exhaustive 

Submit  news  to  The  Baptist  Reco-d  PO  Box  530  t,i,:k.son 
MS  38205-0630  FAX-  (601 )  232  3330  E  mail  baptism  ,rd* 

nibcb.org 


MEMORIAL 

corn  from  p.  t 

the  chair.  The  chairs  are  placed 
where  the  named  victim  fell  in 
the  hail  of  gunfire. 

One  particularly  poignant 
placement  has  the  chair  ofa  de¬ 
ceased  mother-to-be  with  its  red 
rose,  alongside  a  chair  for  her 
unborn  baby  with  a  pink  rose. 

“In  most  situations  like  this, 
the  building  would  be  closed  off 
for  months,  but  America  was 
attacked,  and  we  want  Amer¬ 
ica  to  grieve  with  us  because 
they’ve  expressed  so  much  love 
for  us.  We  don't  want  to  appear 
defeated.  We’re  back  in  Dusi- 
ness,  and  it’s  God’s  business," 
the  church’s  associate  pastor, 
Mark  Collins,  told  the  Wash¬ 
ington  Post. 

Earlier  reports  indicated 
the  building  would  be  demol¬ 
ished  after  the  massacre  made 
it  unusable,  but  church  offi¬ 
cials  said  that  decision  has  not 
yet  been  made. 

Meanwhile,  an  outpouring  of 
love  and  prayers  from  South¬ 
ern  Baptists  across  the  US.  and 
around  the  world  is  meant  to 
convey  a  simple  message,  ac¬ 
cording  to  convention  leaders 

“We  take  care  of  our  own," 
stated  Frank  S.  Page,  president 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven- 

LAWS 

com.  from  p.  t 

increasing  not  only  in  Pakistan 
but  in  Egypt,  Algeria.  Bangla¬ 
desh,  ana  Indonesia. 

The  situation  for  minority 
faith  groups,  which  includes 
Christians  in  those  countries 
with  blasphemy  laws,  is  grow¬ 
ing  worse,  said  Paul  Marshall. 
Wilson  professor  of  religious 
freedom  at  Baylor  University  in 
Waco,  Texas,  and  an  expert  on 
blasphemy  laws. 

“There  is  an  escalation  of 
pressure  and  charges  of  blas¬ 
phemy  against  religious  mi: 
norities  in  many  Muslim-ma- 


l  -fi 
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IN  MEMORIUM  —  The  sanctuary  of  First  Baptisi  Church  in  Suther¬ 
land  Springs.  Texas,  was  reopened  Nov  12  as  a  memorial  to  the  26 
people  killed  there  the  previous  Sunday  (Screen  capture  from  CNN) 

tion  (SBC)  Executive  Commit-  Convention  to  host  a  commu- 
tee  in  Nashville  and  formerly  nity-wide  prayer  mee  ing  at 
a  Texas  pastor,  as  he  and  SBC  nearby  Floresville  Iidepen- 
President  Steve  Gaines,  senior  dent  School  District's  -ischen- 
pastor  of  Bellevue  Church  in  burg  Field,  which  was  r  (tended 
suburban  Memphis,  and  his  by  an  estimated  2,500  or  more 
wife  Donna  spent  three  days  people  and  more  than  too  me- 
helping  to  serve  families  dis-  dia  representatives, 
fraught  over  the  massacre  of  Several  of  the  childrr  n  slain  at 

half  of  the  congregation.  the  church  had  attends,'  schools 

The  Southern  Baptist  North  in  the  district. 

American  Mission  Board  in  Al¬ 
pharetta,  Ga.,  in  coordination  Editor's  note:  On  final  ar- 
with  SBTC,  has  offered  to  cover  tide  courtesy  of  thr  TEXAN. 
that  cost  using  funds  pledged  by  news  journal  of  the  :'8TV,  and 
an  anonymous  donor.  Baptist  Press.  Wfflhin  H.  Per- 

In  addition,  local  minis-  tarts  Jr.,  editor  of  The  Baptist 
ters  accepted  an  offer  from  Record,  contributed  updates  at 
the  Southern  Baptists  of  Texas  press  deadline. 

jority  countries,  both  in  terms  port  in  August  stowing  more 
of  formal  legal  charges  by  the  than  one-third  of  the  world's 
government  and  also  in  private  countries  have  blasphemy 
accusations  by  radicals,  vigi-  laws.  Most  of  the  blasphemy 
lantes,  and  terrorists,”  Mar-  laws  in  those  71  countries  not 
shall  said  in  an  e-mail  inter-  only  transgress  international 
view  with  BP.  human  rights  standards  but 

Those  private  accusations  fail  to  fully  protect  freedom  of 
are  more  dangerous  than  gov-  expression  and  impose  unduly 
eminent  charges,  he  said.  “For  severe  punishments  on  viola- 
example,  nobody  has  been  ex-  tors,  according  to  the  report 
ecuted  for  blasphemy  under  The  l' SCIRE  report  showed 
Pakistan’s  current  laws,  which  the  five  countries  with  the 
date  from  the  1980s,  but  doz-  worst  scores  in  its  survey 
ens,  perhaps  hundreds,  have  Iran,  Pakistan,  Yemen,  Soma- 
been  murdered  after  they  had  lia,  and  Qatar  in  that  order 
been  accused  of  blasphemy  or  all  use  blasphemy  laws  to  guard 
quasi -blasphemy  laws.”  the  state  religion  of  Islam  and 

USC1RF,  an  official  federal  violate  the  rights  of  other  reli- 
govemment  entity,  issued  a  re-  gious  groups  in  the  process. 


port  in  August  stowing  more 
than  one-third  of  the  world's 
countries  have  blasphemy 
laws.  Most  of  the  blasphemy 
laws  in  those  71  countries  not 
only  transgress  international 
human  rights  standards  but 
fail  to  fully  protect  freedom  of 
expression  and  impose  unduly 
severe  punishments  on  viola¬ 
tors,  according  to  the  report 
The  USCIRF  report  showed 
the  five  countries  with  the 
worst  scores  in  its  survey  - 
Iran,  Pakistan,  Yemen,  Soma¬ 
lia,  and  Qatar  in  that  order 
all  use  blasphemy  laws  to  guard 
the  state  religion  of  Islam  and 
violate  the  rights  of  other  reli¬ 
gious  groups  in  Ihe  process. 


Truth  is  not  relative. 

Jt  Find  it  in  the  One  who  is  the  way,  truth,  and  life. 

'Simply  share  the  following  prayer  with  God 
in  your  own  words: 
1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you.  (I  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my  sins 
and  freedom  from  eternal  death.  (I  repent.) 
3.  I  believe  |esus  died  and  rose  from  Ihe 
grave  to  forgive  my  sins  and  In  restore 
my  relationship  with  you. 
(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 
4.  By  failh,  I  invite  Jesus  Christ  into  my  life. 
From  this  time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving  relationship 
with  Him.  (I  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior  and  Lord.) 
-Hut  a-  mam  a<  received  him,  to  them  he  gave  Ihe  rif-hl  to  become  children  of 
Cod,  even  to  those  who  believe  in  his  name.”  f/ofrn  1: 12) 
If  you  make  a  de  vision  for  Christ  today,  contact  a  local  Southern  Baptist  churth 

for  spiritual  guidance. 
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Scan  V  Milner,  Ksiecudve  Director 

PO  Boy  27 
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•7  thank  my  God  in  all  my  remembrance  of  you, 
always  in  every  prayer  of  mine  for  you  all  makin 
my  prayer  with  joy,  because  of  your  partnership 
the  gospel  fromiffi  first  day  until  now.  ” 

PHILIPPIANS  1:3-5  ESV 


The  Baptist  Children’s  Village  began  with  the  faith  o< 
one  pastor  120  years  ago  and  has  been  sustained  since 
then  through  >he  faithfulness  of  Mississippi  Baptists 
We  are  thankful  for  you  and  how  God  has  used  you  to 
provide  love  and  hope  for  thousands  of  children  across 
our  state  for  your  partnership 
Changing  one  life  changes  generations. 


HONORS 


BCV  EMPLOYMENT  OPPORTUNITY 


The  BCV  employ*  Christian,  mission-minded,  husband  and  wife 
teams,  without  dependent  children  or  pets,  to  serve  in  the  position 
of  Houseparents.  The  couples  must  be  mature  Christian  adults  with 
personal  integrity,  character  and  of  good  reputation  with  standards 
and  ethics  expected  of  any  member  of  The  Baptist  Children  s  Vil¬ 
lage  staff. 

They  receive  a  salary  with  benefits  and  are  provided  a  private  bed¬ 
room  and  meals  while  on  duty. The  primary  job  responsibility  of 
Houseparents  is  to  maintain  a  home-like  environment  that  models 
healthy.  Christian  family  living  for  children  and  youth  residents.  They 
are  the  primary  caregivers  and  help  with  everything  from  trans¬ 
portation  and  homework  to  laundry  and  meals  when  on  duty. 

Houseparent  responsibilities  are  varied  and  somewhat  depend¬ 
ent  upon  which  campus  and  to  which  cottage  the  couple  is  as¬ 
signed.  However,  all  Houseparents  need  to  be  in  good  physical, 
mental  and  emotional  health. They  must  be  cooperative  and  com¬ 
fortable  working  in  a  team  environment. 

To  apply  for  the  current  Houseparent  openings,  please  contact 
Celeste  Cade  at  ccade@baptistchildrensvillage.com  or  601-922- 
2242. 

A  complete  job  description  and  application  may  be  downloaded 
at  www  baptistchildrensviHage.com. 
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>undai  School  Lessons* for  November  19,  2017 


Set  Free  •  Leviticus  16:3-10,  29-30 


Five  men  dressed  in  orange  jump- 
srn  s  slowly  walk  into  the  secured  area 
Th«',r  hands  are  cuffed,  a 
bdly  chain  and  leg  irons  restrain  and 
dismiss  any  thought  of  running  away 
The  officer  points  them  to  the  imake 
area  where  they  are  directed  to  face  the 
*22  Standing  in  line,  the  officer 
takes  his  kev  and  hpoine  ...i _ l 


Zj  rtT  “XT,  v™.  me  clank 

n ttUlg  the  floor  ethers 
through  the  hallway.  Are  they  set  free? 
^Anindmdual  does  not  have  to  be 

£rw^r*«>  lx{fJrience  ,be  chains 
that  bind.  Sin  holds  everyone  cap- 
tIve  But  there  is  One  who  £ came  our 
scap«<mf;  bearing  all  the  sin  of  the 
world.  However,  every  individual  must 
choice;  a  day  when  they  recog¬ 
nize  their  sin  and  their  need  for  a  Sav- 
ior.  He  is  the  one  who  sets  us  free  and 
then  we  are  free  indeed  (John  8:31-32 
StUd>  '"'hiy's  lesson  ask 
when  was  the  clay  I  genuinely 
of  my  sm,  placed  my  faith  in 
C“?t’  *n,d  made  Him  Lord  of  my  life. 

The  following  is  a  brief  statement 

%£***  ijT?* 16  from  ,he  new 
SBR*  ffudy  Bible  (Holman  Bible 
Publishers):  If  we  may  ever  set  any 
portion  of  Scripture  before  another, 
this  is  one  of  the  most  precious  chap¬ 
ters  in  the  whole  compass  of  revela- 


remarkable*  oT  all  clothing  was  less  o 

fo^nts^^TpuTfm  °n 

f°  nS*Crifice  thel,nno^rr.ng  Wh 

mm 

die.  He  was 
to  bring  a 
young  bull 
for  the  sin 

Explore  the  Bible 

Sr ;,i”f  rm 

Next.  he  W 

was  to  en-  '■*  * 
ter  the  holy 

garments,  a  linen  sash  was  to X  t^  m  send  it  into  1^'° 
around  hun  and  a  linen  turban  was  scaZoaf  (v  na 
to  be  wrapped  around  his  head.  This 


was,Iess  °n»te.  a  stark  con- 
S'.™n  ,wbat  was  normally  won  by 
P™8*  *»  was  a  symbol  of  hu¬ 
mility  and  it  represented  his  need  for 
seeking  God  s  mercy. 

Then  Aaron  shall  offer  the  bull  for 
the  sm  offering  which  is  for  himself 
“5  he™>;m?ke  atonement  for  him¬ 
self  and  for  his  household*  (v.  6  NASB) 
In  other  words,  Aaron  had  to  deal  with 
his  own  sm  before  he  could  act  as  the 
High  Priest 
for  the  Isra¬ 
elites. 

plore  the  Bible  £,°(Xv" 

ilh  Laura  leathers  ||  JtXX.: 

H  am -W  ebster 
;v<h  diction- 
ary  defines 

.  ,  „  the  word 

scapegoat  as  a  person  who  is-b lamed 
tor  the  wrongdoing,  mistakes,  or  faults 
™  u'Bcrs.  Aaron  chose  two  goats,  pre¬ 
sented  them  at  the  door  of  the  tent  of 
the  meeting.  Casting  lots  -  "But  the 
®nn**'ch  the  lot  for  the  scapegoat 
rAnSnaU  **  P'f^'cd  alive  before  the 
i.cjKi>,  to  make  atonement  upon  it 
to  send  it  into  the  wilderness  as  the 
scapegoat  (v  io,  NASB).  John  McAr¬ 
thur  writes,  -This  goat  (lit.  Azazel  or 


escape  goaf)  pictured  the  substitu- 
tionao;  bearing  and  total  removal  of 

nl?«iZC£  ,  d  la,Ler  be  full>  accom¬ 
plished  by  Jesus  Christ*  (Heb  0  28 
10:1-10  NASB).  9  ' 

.Ihc  Day  of  Atonement  (Lev.' 
16:29-30)  -  Note  the  sequence*  of  ac¬ 
tivities  from  verses  6-28.  The  next  two 

ZZ-  PrOVide  ^Pccia!  instructions 
regarding  everything  which  has  just 
transpired.  It  was  to  be  a  permanents 
observance  in  the  seventh  month,  on. 
wok  'cuth  day  (September/October) 
mlh  bumJh&':  ®n  annual  atonement 
(Heb.io:4).  Furthermore,  no  work  was 
to  be  done  on  this  holy  day.  Looking 
ahead  to  Leviticus  23:26-32,  if  is  here 
we  see  the  day  referred  to  as  *The  Dav 
of  Atonement  "It  is  a  statue  forever 
throughout  your  generations  in  all 
your  dwelling  places  .  .  .  a  Sabbath  of 
solemn  rest  (Lev.  26:31,  32).  And 
has  been  to  this  very'  generation.  Yom 
Mppur  is  observed  as  the  holiest  day  of 
the  year  for  the  Jews. 

My  chains  are  gone.  I've  been  set 
Jr  e.  My  God,  mv  Savior  has  ransomed 
me,  And  like  a  flood  His  mercy  rains 
Unending  love.  Amazing  grace*  (lyr- 

Chri™TomHn)0n8,  'AaaAl*  Grace'b> 

CkZggJLS.  member  °f  FirsL 


Hannah:  Trust-Filled  Prayer  •  1  Samuel  1:9-11,  17-18,  26-28:2:1-3 


“The  priest  Eli  was  on  duty  at  the 
entrance  of  GOD's  Temple  in  the  cus- 

Sieat,  Crushed  in  soul,  Hannah 
:o  God  and  cried  and  cried— 
ably.  Then  she  made  a  vow: 
um,  God -of  -the-Angel-Armies,  It 
so  happened  that  as  she  continued 
m  prayer  before  GOD,  Eli  was  watch¬ 
ing  her  closely.  Hannah  was  praying 
m  her  heart,  silently.  Her  lips  moved 
but  no  sound  was  heard.  Eli  jumped 
Jo  the  conclusion  that  she  was  drunk 
He  approached  her  and  said,  'You're 
drunk  .How  long  do  you  plan  to  keep 
mis  up?  Sober  up,  woman!'*  1  Samuel 
i'9-i4  (MSG). 

Eli  was  not  very  tactful,  he  jumped 
Jo  an  unjustified  conclusion  that 
Hannah  was  drunk  and  blurted  out 
You  n  drunk!  How  long  do  you  plan 
to  keep  this  up?  Sober  up,  woman!" 
Diking  elsewhere  in  the  scriptures, 
find  that  people  deeply  interacting 
"a  Hoty  Spirit  can  easily  be  mis¬ 
understood  to  be  drunk  because  of  the 
oeptn  of  their  emotional  and  spiritual 
interaction  with  God.  In  Acts,  the  peo¬ 
ple  in  Jeruaalem  were  so  surprised  by 
be  power  of  the  spirit  in  Christians' 
lives  on  the  day  of  Pentecost  that 
•ome  sneered  and  said  They're  full 
Jr  "ejT  "one.  But  Peter  stood  up  with 
toe  Eleven,  raised  his  voice,  and  pro- 
'xxxoo  lo  them:  'Men  of  Judah  ami 
*“  you  residents  of  Jerusalem.  let  me 


explain  this  to  you  and  pay  attention 
to  my  words.  For  these  people  are 
not  drunk,  as  you  suppose,  since  it's 
only  nine  in  the  morning.  On  the  con¬ 
trary,  this  is  what  was  spoken  through 
the  prophet  Joel:  Anti  it  will  be  in 
the  last  days,  says  God,  that  I  will 
pour  out  My  Spirit  on  all  humanity.  * 

Acts  2:13-17  (HCSB). 

Paul  even  goes  so  far  as  to  warn 
believers,  *And  don't  get  drunk  with 
wine,  which  leads  to  reckless  actions 
but  be  filled 
by  the  Spir¬ 
it:*  Ephe¬ 
sians  5:18  ' 

Bible  Studies  for  life 

with  Han-  with  Don  Hicks 

nah  was  ftjfbh' 

centuries 
before  the  KlK 

preaching 
at  Pente¬ 
cost  and  before  Paul  explained  to  the 
Ephesians  the  dramatic  effect  the  Holy 
Spirit  can  have  on  worshipers  anil  the 
faithful  in  fervent,  prayer.  So  Hannah 
had  to  answer  Eli  on  her  own:  *'No,  my 
lord,'  Hannah  replied.  'I  am  a  woman 
with  a  broken  heart.  I  haven't  had  any 
wine  or  beer;  I've  been  pouring  out  my 
heart  before  the  LORD.  Don't  think  of 
me  as  a  wicked  woman;  I've  been  pray¬ 
ing  from  the  depth  of  my  anguish  and 


1  resentment."  t  .Samuel  1:15-16  (CSB) 
Fortunately  for  Hannah,  Eli  was 
spiritually  in  tune  with  God  enough 
to  understand  and  accept  her  expla¬ 
nation.  "Eli  responded,  *Go  in  peace, 
and  may  the  God  of  Israel  grant  the 
request  you've  made  of  him,*  I  Samuel 
t:i7  (CSB).  Eli's  understanding  and 
blessing  helped  Hannah  enough  that 
she  left  the  Temple  to  eat  and  was  no 
longer  despondent. 

Cod  din  answer  Hannah's  fervent 
prayer  for 
the  boy, 
Samuel.  In 

■  •£  the  second 

f  LlTB  chapter  of 

r  1  Samuel 
■Vk  *  H  a  n  n  a  h 
prayed: 
M>  heart 
rejoices 
the  laird; 

•  ■-&  .  "  .  my  horn 

is  lifted  up  by  the  LORD.  My  mouth 
boast  over  my  enemies,  because  I  re¬ 
joice  in  your  salvation.  There  is  no  one 
hilly  like  the  LORD  There  is  no  one  be¬ 
sides  you!  And  there  is  no  rock  like  our 
God.  1  Samuel  2:1-2.  To  understand 
how  great  Hannah  was  rejoicing  in  the 
laird  s  help,  we  need  to  be  reminded 
Why  she  was  so  despondent  when  her 
family  made  this  annual  pilgrimage  to 
the  Tabernacle, 


.  Hannah  had  made  this  emotionally 
difficult  trip  to  Shiloh  man}  times  and 
it  was  spiritually  harder  every  year 
When  Elkanah,  Hannah's  husband, 
made  the  sacrifices  he  gave  Hannah 
twice  as  much  to  cat  as  her  rival  wife 
Peninnah.  Do  you  think  that  this  fa¬ 
voritism  hy  Peninnah's  husband  for 
his  Other  wife,  Hannah,  set  well  with 
Peninnah?  Your  understanding  that 
Peninnah  would  not  be  happy  is  con- 
firmed  in  the  scriptures:  'Her  rival 
would  taunt  her  severely  just  to  pri» 
voke  her,  because  the  LORD  had  kept 
Hannatitr .  conceiving,*  *1  Samuel 

God  answered  Hannah's  faithful 
prayer  with  the  birth  of  her  son.  Sain 
uel  When  Samuel  was  old  enough  to 
go  to  the  Temple  at  Shiloh,  Hannah 
,00K  great  pride  in  introducing  him 
to  Eli  as  God's  answer  to  her  prayers 
that  the  priest  had  confirmed.  She  was 
not  rertain  that  Eli  would  remember 
ber  so  she  reminded  him  this  way’ 
Please  biy  lord,'  she  said,  ‘as  surely  as  . 
you  live,  my  lord,  I  am  the  woman  who 

fiSSi  ,  besi.de  •vou  Praying  to  the 
LORD.  I  prayed  for  this  boy,  and  since 
the  LORD  gave  me  what  I  asked  hirn 
tor,  I  now  give  the  boy  to  the  LORD  "  1' 
Samuel  1:26-28  (CSB) 

Hicks  is  Associatwnal  Missions  Di¬ 
rector  far  Jasper  Association 
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•Hundreds  dead,  thousands  injured  in  Iran/Iraq  earthquake 


MAJOR  SHAKE  -  Iranian  rascua  wotkpis  ;«na  survivors  ot  a  Nov  Pairni'r.  i 
12  earthquake  at  the  border  with  Iraq  begin  digging  through  the  Baptist  G1 

rubble  Baptist  Global  Response  is  currently  analyzing  the  situation  to  “We  wiU  I 
determine  how  Baptists  can  help  (BP  screen  capture  from  ISAN-CNN)  few  days.' 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  -  Mote  than 
450  people  have  been  killed  and 
7,000  injured  in  the  7-3-tnagni- 
tude  quake  that  struck  Nov.  12 
along  the  Iranian  border  with 
Iraq,  with  major  aftershocks 
continuing  to  snake  the  region 
extending  into  Turkey,  Kuwait, 
Pakistan,  and  Lebanon,  accord¬ 
ing  to  CNN. 

Iran  and  Iraq  both  have 
started  major  rescue  efforts.  In 
the  meantime.  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  are  sifting  through  reports 
to  decide  the  best  response  for 
the  devastated  area. 

*We  are  definitely  calling 
for  people  to  pray  for  those  af¬ 
fected.  but  at  this  point  we  re¬ 
ally  don’t  have  an  idea  what  the 
response  will  be  like,"  said  Jeff 
Palmer,  executive  director  of 
Baptist  Global  Response  (BGR). 
“We  will  know  more  in  the  next 


Access  is  an  issue  in  some  of 
the  affected  region,  so  it’s  pos¬ 
sible  BGR’s  response  might  not 
lean  on  sending  volunteers  into 
the  area.  Palmer  said.  He  added 
that  BGR  has  focused  heavily 
on  preparing  nationals  in  loca¬ 
tions  worldwide  to  be  able  to  re¬ 
spond  quickly  to  hurting  people 
around  them. 

“BGR  has  been  around  for  10 
years  now,  and  we  have  trained 
and  equipped  thousands 'of  lo¬ 
cal  partners  who  can  help  us 
respond,"  Palmer  said,  noting 
that  the  drought  situation  in 
Africa  and  the  Syrian  refugee 
crisis  have  been  long-term,  on¬ 
going  efforts. 

“It's  great  help  if  we  ran  :u.“t 
front-line  people  who  are  al¬ 
ready' there  and  have  survived 
events  like  this  before  in  their 
area.  We  are  constantly  training 
and  building  the  capacity  of  lo¬ 


cal  partners  so  that  when  these 
bad  times  come,  they  are  ready 
to  respond.” 

The  strategy  has  seen  suc¬ 
cess  in  places  like  Puerto  Rico, 
where  trained  nationals  moved 
into  action  following  recent 
hurricanes.  It  also  helped  in 
Mexico  City,  where  a  devast  at 
ing  7.1-magnitude  earthquake 
killed  369  people  in  September 

The  areas  of  Iran  ana  Iraq  hit 
by  the  quake  are  no  stranger  to 
this  type  of  disaster.  Iran,  where 
most  of  the  casualties  have  been 
reported,  sits  on  a  major  fault 
line  between  the  Arabian  and 
Eurasian  plates. 

In  2003,  the  city  of  Bam 
had  the  world's  most  deadly 
earthquake  this  century.  About 
26,000  people  died,  according 
to  CNN. 

For  mote  information  or  to  give 
to  relief  efforts,  visit  gotigr  .org. 


LifeWay  Research:  Americans  krfow  Billy  Graham 


NASHVILLE  (BP|  -  In  the  MI 
of  1949,  a  lirje-known  Baptist 
preacher  launched  a  series  of  re¬ 
vival  meetings  at  a  “canvas  cathe¬ 
dral”  in  Los  Angeles  at  the  comer 
of  Washington  Boulevard  and 
Hill  Street 

The  meetings  were  supposed 
to  last  three  weeks.  Instead,  the 
meetings  continued  for  eight 
weeks,  drew  more  than  300,000 
people,  and  made  Billy  Graham  a 
household  name.  Nearly  70  years 
later,  the  99-year-old  Graham 
remains  one  of  the  best-known 
preachers  in  America,  according 


Sources  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  in  Nashville. 

“We’d  be  hard-pressed  to 
find  another  American  Christian 

leader  who  has  that  kind  of  name 


Billy  Graham's  influence 

%  of  Protestant  and  nondenominationat  American  churchgoers  who  say  they  have: 


leader  who  has  that  kfod  of  name 
recognition,”  said  cott  McCon¬ 
nell,  executive  director  of  Life- 
Way  Research.  . 

The  survey  of  1,000  church¬ 
goers  who  attend  a  Protestant  or 
pondeaontinational  church  at 
least  once  a  month  found  Graham 
has  had  widespread  influence. 
Two-thirds  of  those  surveyed  had 
contact  with  Graham's  ministry, 
according  to  the  LifeWay  data. 

On  the  other  hand,  four  per¬ 
cent  of  those  surveyed  said  they 
“have  no  idea  who  BiHy  Graham, 
la.*  The  data  showed  churchgoers 
ages  18-34  are  most  likely  not  to 
know  Graham  (16K).  In  contrast, 
only  one  percent  of  those  35  and 
older  don  t  know  him. 

Older  churchgoers  have  the 
ynost  interaction  with  Graham's 
ministry.  Three-quarters  of  Prot¬ 
estant  churchgoers  ages  65  and 
older  have  seen  one  of  his  ser¬ 
mons  on  television,  as  have  57% 
lof  those  ages  50-64. 

Nineteen  percent  of  Protestant 
churchgoers  ages  65  and  older, 
114%  of  those  ages  50-64,  said 
they've  been  to  a  Graham  crusade 
1  Fourteen  percent  of  Baptists 
land  u%  at  nondenommabonal 
churchgoers  arr  most  likely  to  have 
gone  to  a  Graham  crusade.  Luther- 


Watched  a  sermon  on  TV 
preached  by  Billy  Graham 

Listened  to  a  sermon  on  the  radio 
preached  by  Billy  Graham 

Read  a  book  by  Billy  Graham 

Read  a  newspaper 
column  by  Billy  Graham 

Attended  a  Billy  Graham  Crusade 

Watched  a  sermon  online 
preached  by  Billy  Graham 

None  of  these 


Not  sure  if  I  have 


1  I  don’t  know  who  Billy  Graham  is  4% 


48% 


18% 


15% 


14% 


11% 


33% 
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